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For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer (А, В, C or D) best fits each gap. There is an 
example at the beginning (0).

Example:

A over В across C with D out

Your own hours
Business is all about optimization. Top management is well aware that productivity is key, and that is why companies
all 0 _____ the world are constantly experimenting with ways to 1 _____ it up. Evidence 2 _____ that allowing 
employees to choose when to come and leave work has proved to be one of the more effective tools. 

There is a list of benefits this approach provides. Employees can now plan around other things in life, so their careers
are no longer in the way of their personal lives. It also improves staff morale – they get to beat the traffic, as able to 
choose to commute during less 3 _____ hours. And did I mention that not every single one of us is a morning 4 
_____?

Naturally, it all comes at a 5 _____. To name one, meetings can be tricky to organise as everybody’s work hours get 
6 _____ over the entire day. This effectively forces upper management to spend more time and 7 _____ on planning 
and arranging. One thing is for certain – giving your employees more freedom definitely pays off in the long 8 
_____.

1 A reach B pull C force D drive

2 A leads B suggests C points D displays

3 A busy B occupied C crowded D congested

4 A man B individual C person D character
5 A price B cost C worth D expense

6 A separated B distributed C covered D scattered

7 A power B effort C strength D attempt

8 A turn B way C time D run
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Answers and explanations
1. D – drive. To drive something up is to increase something indirectly. For instance, high inflation drives prices

up. To force something up is a phrasal verb that usually refers to an artificial increase in prices. To pull up and
to reach up both have more literal meanings.

2. B – suggests. A common collocation, if evidence suggests something, then it points at the fact that something
might be true. Evidence can point a  t   something – a preposition that we are missing here. ‘Displays’ doesn’t 
work, but ‘shows’ would in this context, however, we don’t have this option. Finally, ‘evidence leads us to 
believe that...’.

3. A – busy. Busy hours is a strong collocation. You might feel that ‘congested’ fits right in, as it describes the 
traffic situation perfectly. However, correct collocation takes precedence, that is why we stick with ‘busy 
hours’. ‘Occupied’ and ‘crowded’ do not work well with ‘hours’.

4. C – person. A morning person is one who finds mornings, and especially waking up in the morning, 
enjoyable. Other options here do not make any collocations.

5. B – cost. A set expression, if something comes at a cost, then you have to sacrifice something to get it. Note 
that we are not talking about the literal cost of it, i.e. money is not the general idea, as suggested by the 
context. This is why ‘price’ does not work here.

6. D – scattered. Here we need a phrase to show that meetings are many and far between. ‘Distributed’ is a 
more technical word that also implies some system or thought put into it. The remaining two options do not 
work well with the preposition that comes after the gap.

7. B – effort. A general term to mean both physical and mental investment into planning. ‘Strength’ only 
conveys the physical aspect. ‘Power’ is a more general term, referring to one’s ability or capacity.

8. D – run. A set expression, ‘in the long run’ means over an extended period of time, after a while.
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